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A Welcome To First-time Readers 


Published on the first Sunday of every month, Vox Pop is the “voice of the people” known as Mars Hill Church. Mars Hill 
is a church based in the greater Seattle area. Weekly Sunday gatherings are in Shoreline, Ballard, and West Seattle. 
Events, activities, and small groups meet throughout the week. If you visit us on a Sunday, stop by the Information Desk 
for a casual introduction to our church community. For more information, teaching, music, and more, visit our website at 
www.marshillchurch.org. And check out Vox Pop Online (marshillchurch.org/voxpop) for more articles and content. 





“I Got Baptized in Corinth” 


Mars Hill member Marsha Michaelis went to Greece and took the plunge 


By Tera L. Miller 





It was Tuesday. We were riding on the tour bus from 
Athens to Corinth and everyone was listening intently to a 
familiar voice coming through the overhead speakers. 

Here we had been, learning the history of Greece, the 
travels and challenges of Paul, and endless stories of the 
country’s historical myths and idols. Now, from half a world 
away and through the miracle of MP3’s, Pastor Mark was 
preaching on idolatry in ancient Corinth. No one but God 
could have orchestrated such a timely and sobering hour for 
the twenty-three of us on that bus. 

As the sermon came to an end, | turned to the seat 

across the aisle from me and saw newlyweds Kerry and 
Marsha Michaelis. Kerry, a faithful servant of Mars Hill Church 
since March 2008, was lovingly resting his hand on his new 
bride’s knee. | wondered what they were thinking about; 
Marsha was to be baptized that afternoon in Corinth. 
The baptism was not on the trip’s original itinerary. After 
Marsha told Pastor James in conversation that she had never 
been baptized, he suggested the idea to Marsha and Kerry. 
“It was hard to imagine a better time and place than ‘here 
and now,” Marsha later said. 

Through preparatory conversations with Pastor James, 
Marsha proclaimed that she agreed with Mars Hill Church's 
beliefs about baptism. “I don’t think baptism is an issue of 
salvation,” she says, “But It’s clear in the Bible that it’s an 
important part of a Christian’s public testimony of faith.” 
Back on the bus, the group prepared to exit the air-condi- 
tioned “community group on wheels” into the 90+ degree 
Corinth sunshine. Marsha was dressed to be dunked, wear- 
ing a dark shirt and matching capri pants. The group walked 
along the pebbly shore of the Aegean Sea and gathered to 
hear Pastor James’ sermon and Marsha’s testimony. 

“It would have been meaningful no matter where | was 
baptized,” Marsha reflects, “But it was definitely cool to stand 
in the sea at the same harbor where Apostle Paul got his 
haircut 2,000 years ago. And It’s incredible that | got to share 
that experience not only with the Christians standing there, 
but with friends and family on the other side of the world who 
were reading the blog [marshillchurch.org/voxpop]. 

“Baptism really isn’t just a personal experience; It’s a 


body-of-Christ experience. There’s an excitement not only in 
making the public statement of faith, but in witnessing it. We 
all get to participate in seeing Christ glorified. I’m also really 
glad Kerry was able to participate so directly in it.” 

Kerry adds in agreement, “It was a privilege to be able to 
baptize my wife with Pastor James. Her baptism was some- 
thing we were going to do sometime at Mars Hill Church, but 
being able to actually do it in the Aegean on a beautiful sunny 
day was such a gift.” \"% 


Julie Oswell was also baptized in Corinth. Video from both 
Julie and Marsha’s baptisms is available at marshillchurch. 
org/voxpop. 

















Marsha Michaelis was baptized in Corinth last June by 
Pastor James Harleman (right) and her husband, Kerry. 


Where are the old guys!?! 


| know you're out there—quit hiding 


By Mike O’Dea 





Risky behavior is foreign to me. That is probably be- 
cause my mother warned me as a child that is was “better 
to be a live chicken than to be a dead duck.” Therefore, on 
a Driscoll scale of “dudeness” | would probably only rate 
at about a 3.5 on a scale of 1 to 10. | might register as a 
4 but | have a Chihuahua which is surely a deduction of at 
least half a point. The only reason | am even on the chart is 
because | still love football and | was a catcher in baseball in 
my younger days (I have weird looking fingers to prove it). 
In April of 2005 | made a very risky decision. | got a phone 
call from a young friend who had recently become a 
Christian right here at Mars Hill. Lee said, “Mike, | would 
really like to hook up with a Community Group. | have never 
been involved in Christian groups and | feel intimidated. 
Would you go with me?” 

| told Lee that | would be happy to do that. We agreed 
to barge in on a group meeting in Fremont the very next 
Tuesday night. When I hung up, it dawned on me that | was 
going to be more intimidated than Lee, because | knew this 
group was going to be chock full of twenty to thirty year-old 
folks. That sounded real scary for an old guy of sixty-four. 
When Lee and | showed up at the tiny little apartment in 
Fremont we were greeted by Sally, one of the sweetest 
young women | have ever met. She made us feel comfortable 
right away. A few minutes later as more folks kept showing 
up | realized that we had just grown a group of eighteen to 
a group of twenty. There were not enough chairs, so many 
of us sat on the floor. What a blessing that first night was 
for Lee and I. | thought | would be okay going with Lee for 
a few weeks until he had made some friends and did not 
need me anymore. 

God had other plans. Turns out these young people 
really liked me and did not consider me to be an intrusion. 
When a difficult question came up in discussion time | 
noticed several heads would turn to me as if to say, “Well 
Mike, what do you think about that?” 

| had begun to realize that all my past years in Christian 
ministry and fellowship had given me a storehouse of 
wisdom that many of these young people wanted to know 
about. That was confirmed to me when, in August 2005, 
after the little apartment living room now contained about 
twenty-six people every Tuesday, Andrew and Sally (the 
groups’ co-leaders) approached me and asked me if | was 
interested in either leading or hosting a new group. 

Later that month the Fremont group replicated. Another 
lady from the group and I took thirteen people and started a 
new group at my home in the Crownhill area. We grew past 
twenty again, so in April we sent out eleven young folks to 
start a new Ballard group. 


As all this was going on, | realized that God could 
use “old guys” elsewhere at Mars Hill. Since | had recently 
retired | had the time to do more. So | volunteered to be a 
greeter. Wow, is that ever fun. Walking into what Eric calls 
the volunteer “war room,” once again | had to get used to 
seeing the faces of thirty or so young people as we, along 
with the ushers and security people, prayed and prepared 
to minister to all who come into our building on Sundays. 
And again, nobody seemed to resent the old guy. 

Where am | going with this? Okay, | will take the risk 
and see if | can move up the Driscoll scale of dudeness. 
Where are the rest of you old guys? | see many of you com- 
ing in on Sundays with coffee and the Loop in one hand and 
your wife’s hand in the other. But except for a guy named 
Bob that I see in the war room occasionally (| think he works 
an info desk), | do not see very many people over fifty serv- 
ing in this church. 

You are really missing out on a fantastic opportunity to 
minister and get blessed at the same time. | have come to 
know on a first name basis at least a hundred young people 
in this church. Many of them have expressed their frustra- 
tion at not having much contact with older Christians, both 
men and women. 

Many of these young folks are hundreds of miles from 
Mom and Dad. Or many of them have parents that are not 
Christians and their contact is strained. One young man in- 
formed me that his parents are not believers and when ever 
he goes to visit them they constantly deride him because 
of his faith. He loves them but there is much lacking in their 
relationship. | have also seen posted conversations on our 
member’s website in which young people have shared their 
need for older mentorship. 

If you are serving, that is wonderful. You know my 
joy. But if you’re not, take a risk. Step out and the Lord will 
direct your steps (Proverbs 16:9). If you are in a Community 
Group for old-timers, that doesn’t count. Divide up and go 
where you are needed. If you have read Pastor Mark’s new 
book, check out page seventy-nine: at least become a Mule 
and put your Squirrel costume away for good. 

Where are the old guys? Many of these young people want 
to know. 1% 


Turn to page 19 for more specific ways 





to get involved in Mars Hill Church. 
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Subscribe to our weekly email update at 

www.marshillchurch.org. 

08.09 wed, 6pm - richmond beach 
bbq and baptism bonanza 


08.12 sat, 9:30am - covenant 
service project: PAWS (carpool from Ballard) 


08.16 wed, 6:30pm - lincoln park 
west seattle barbecue 


08.18 fri, 7pm — film & theology 
walk the line (Ballard) 


08.19 sat- agathos trip 
project team departs for south africa 


08.25 fri, 7:30pm — proxy 
andrew platter concert (paradox, $5) 


08.25- fri-sat - camp berachah 
08.26 community group leadership intensive 


08.27 sun - shoreline campus 
after service barbecue 


08.31 thurs, 6:45pm - alistair begg 
teaching event (Ballard) 


weekly this season 


sunday services 
ballard — 1401 NW Leary Way 
9am, 11am, 5pm, 7pm 
(no children’s ministry during the 7pm) 


shoreline — schirmer auditorium — 10:30am 
(crista ministries campus) 
greenwood ave N & N 195th st 


nights in the park 
Summer nights of food, recreation, and discussion 
tues- Seward Park: 6-8:30pm 
wed- Richmond Beach: 6-8:30pm (thru 8/16) 
Gas Works: 6-9:30pm (thru 8/23) 
Baptism Bonanza 8/9. No Gas Works. 
thurs- Greenlake: 6:30-9:30pm 


gospel 102 class 

Sundays at 1-2:30pm (Ballard) 

Learn more about Jesus and Mars Hill Church. If 
you want to be a member or are just Curious. 


breakfast club 

West Seattle: Saturdays at 9am 

Ballard: Saturdays at 10am 

Tasty breakfast and the opportunity to help get 
the building ready for Sunday service. 
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For the first time ever, Missions Fest comes to Seattle 


Bringing 
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After meeting with the planning team 
for Missions Fest | am excited about 
the possibility of linking like minded 
ministries to help bring the good news 
of Jesus to a hurting world. The Puget 
Sound Area is long overdue for such 
an event and | prayerful that things will 
come together to make it a reality. 


—Pastor Mark Driscoll 
By Josh Wall mmm 


“We love it like a drunk uncle”: the great Driscollism that 
describes Mars Hill’s relationship with Seattle. While we cer- 
tainly don’t agree with everything the people around us do, 
we love our crazy town, by golly, and want it to be impacted 
by Jesus. From the first days of Mars Hill, this approach has 
bred a next-door-missions mentality that has been central to 
our ministry. 

Beyond our Atheist, Buddhist, New, Age, sex addict, 
wiccan, and corporate climbing Seattle neighbors, however, 
the missions opportunities for the average Mars Hillian are 
rather limited. Outside of our deep-rooted ties to the Agathos 
Foundation in South Africa (www.agathosfoundation.org) 
and the chance for those called to pastoral work to plant new 
churches through the Acts 29 network (www.acts29network. 
org), options for distance mission work at Mars Hill slim. 

So how does a Mars Hillian. with a heart for people 
outside of the Seattle region step beyond city and county 
limits? The answer, according to Mars Hill member, Bill 
Smead, can be found at the upcoming Missions Fest Seattle 
(MFS). Talking at warp speed, with the enthusiasm of a tree- 
hugger in the middle of the rainforest, Bill (the conference 
visionary) gave me the firsthand lowdown on what this event 
is all about. 


Essentially, MFS has three purposes: 


1) To be a meeting ground for numerous mission organiza- 
tions and the Seattleites who know nothing about them. 
MFS offers believers with a heart for spreading the gospel 
an opportunity to find groups that share their heart for a 
specific people, place, or work. 


2) To offer many different seminars and lectures on topics 
ranging from inner city missions to disaster relief, training 
up the next generation of Seattle’s missionaries to hit the 
road and get to work. 


3) To present a platform for discussion between Seattle 
churches, deepening unity in the local body of Christ, 
inspiring dialogue on what we have seen as effective and 


ineffective tactics for spreading the Gospel of Jesus in our 
own neighborhoods. 


With our powers combined... 

Already, in preparation for the event, Missions Fest 
brought 172 Seattle pastors together (including our own 
Pastor James Harleman)—all sharing the same goal. of 
spreading the gospel. MFS itself will allow us, as a congre- 
gation, to share with.other local churches our successes, 
lessons, and shortcomings in our experience ministering to 
our loveable “drunk uncle.” 

And in regard to our own lack long-distance offerings, 
MFS represents an opportunity for new ways people can 
serve the universal church. Bill notes that Mars Hill is home 
to many young converts: twenty-something believers with 
a fire for Jesus, not a dime in their college-age pockets, 
and no clue about the extent that they too can be used for 
the gospel. Missions Fest Seattle, bringing all sorts of local 
and global service opportunities together in one place, will 
afford our young Mars Hill brothers and sisters a host of 
great chances to match their passions and able hands with 
organizations that need them. In Bill’s words, the joining of 
these forces will attach “shoe leather” to the missional com- 
mands of Scripture as preached from the Mars Hill pulpit: 


Who's idea was this? 

The vision for Missions Fest Seattle started about two 
years ago when Bill began attending a local Bible study 
with a-handful of older gentlemen at a golf course on 
Wednesday mornings. 

One morning the leader, Paul Blauert, came to the 
group stoked by what God was doing at a missions confer- 
ence he had just. attended in Vancouver, B.C. This event 
was Missions Fest. For twenty years, this annual gather- 
ing of churches and mission agencies has raised mission 
awareness within the British Columbian church and has 
encouraged dialogue and teaching about spreading the 
gospel of Christ to various regions around the globe, in- 
cluding Vancouver. 

Blauert’s report set Bill and his fellow Bible studiers 
ablaze. Despite their desire to bring the event home, how- 
ever, they all sensed in prayer that the Lord was telling them 
that it was not yet time for a Missions Fest Seattle. So they 
waited. 

Over the course of the next year, others in the Seattle 
area jumped on the potential-MFS bandwagon. In April of 
2005, the Holy Spirit opened the floodgates and all par- 
ties involved agreed that it was time to move, replicating 
Missions Fest B.C. and Missions Fest Portland in our neck 
of the woods. Now the Seattle church sits less than two 
months away from the inaugural Missions Fest Seattle. 

Above all the histories, names, and information for 
MFS that Bill Smead left me with, | was most impressed by 
his intense energy. He was unalterably convinced that MFS 
will be a great blessing to Jesus-followers in Seattle and the 
rest of the world. 


(continued: SEE ‘Missions Fest’ page 17) 


IND OMe, 
MISSIONS FEST 
SEATTLE 


All the details you need to know 


What is Missions Fest? 

In 1984, six local churches in the Vancouver B.C. 
area felt a need to raise awareness for global mis- 
sions. They decided to work together to achieve this 
goal. Since then, Missions Fest has grown into an 
annual event with an attendance of twenty to thirty 
thousand. Missions Fest Vancouver takes place the 
last weekend of every January at the Canada Place 
Convention Center, and regional Missions Fests are 
now held throughout Canada, in Portland, and in 
Southern California. Missions Fest is for allages—with 
content applicable to children, youth, and adults. 


Okay, more specific. Whatis 
Missions Fest Seattle? 

The inaugural Missions Fest Seattle (MFS) will be 
held on October 6-7, 2006 at Northshore Baptist 
Church and Eastside Foursquare Church in Bothell. 
At MFS, people will to participate in a variety of mis- 
sions related experiences and hear from missionaries 
who represent organizations that work in most coun- 
tries around the world, providing current information 
and opportunities to serve and support. 


What sort of soeakers and semi- 
nars will be at MFS? The main session 
speakers for 2006 include George Verwer (founder 
of Operation Mobilisation) and Steve Saint (founder 
of l-TEC and son of Nate Saint, martyred in 1956 
with Jim Elliot). Along with these speakers, work- 
shop topics include: Introduction to IslamMobilizing 
Experienced Business Leaders in your Church and 
Using Visual Art to Expand the Kingdom. 


What does it cost? 
The festival is free. 


Then who pays for it? 

Donations are accepted at the event. Also, organiza- 
tions pay to have a booth at Missions Fest. Other 
individuals and local churches (like Mars Hill) make 
an annual contribution to the operation. 


Information provided by Andrew Mead. For more 
about Missions Fest Seattle, go to www.missions- 
festseattle.org. 











ALISTAIR BEGG 


TO SPEAK AT MARS HILL, 
AUGUST 31 


What’s better than a good Bible 
teacher? A good Bible teacher 
with a Scottish accent. 


On Thursday, August 31 at 7pm, The 


Resurgence hosts preacher and author Alistair 
Begg for a special night of teaching at Mars Hill 
Church’s Ballard campus. Begg is the host of the 
international radio program, Truth For Life, and 
“one of the great exegetical preachers of our day” 
(www.theresurgence.com). 


Alistair Begg has been in pastoral ministry 


for thirty years. Following graduation from The 
London School of Theology he served eight 
years in Scotland at both Charlotte Chapel in 
Edinburgh and Hamilton Baptist Church. For the 
last twenty-two years he has been the senior pas- 
tor at Parkside Church near Cleveland, Ohio. 


The teaching on Truth For Life stems from 


the week by week Bible teaching at Parkside 
Church. Begg was recently awarded an honorary 
doctorate from Cedarville University. He and his 
wife, Susan, have been married 30 years and have 
grown children. 


Truth for Life (www.truthforlife.org) airs on 


AM 820 (KGNW) at 8am and 11:30pm, Monday 
through Friday. The speaking engagement at Mars 
Hill Church is a KGNW Listener Event. Admission 
is free and open to all; donations will be accepted. 


MARS HILL MEMBERS 


If you’re in debt or need to learn 
how to budget, the Financial 
Coaching Ministry is here to help. 
Email: money@marshillchurch.org 
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By Nadia 





lm laughing remembering my days of taking the Gospel 
101 class. | can’t believe what a dork | was. | wouldn't talk 
to anyone because | was too proud and too shy at the 
same time. | didn’t meet anyone at all. Same on Sundays-—| 
considered my fellowship quota fulfilled if | happened to be 
laughing at one of Pastor Mark's jokes loud enough for the 
person next to me to hear. | think | was so new | just assumed 
everyone else there knew what they were doing and | was 
too intimidated to even say hello, in case | gave away my 
Mars Hill naivety. 

When | had my member interview, the lady who inter- 
viewed me pushed me to get in a Community Group. One 
thing | remember that she said was that | shouldn't feel guilty 
if the first group | visited didn’t fit me well, and | should “try 
out” groups until | found one that worked. 

So | tried one out. | lived far, far away at that time, and 
it was a monstrous effort to get there in the first place. But | 
did it. Once. It was the group’s first meeting, and I’ve never 
been to something so awkwardly punctuated with “dead air.” 
The couple was younger than me, and | know this isn’t true, 
but they just seemed soooooo “perfect.” And I’m not good 
with “perfect” people. 

And now, | can’t believe | am about to admit this. Yeah, 
you may not know who | am, but the people who read, edit 
and publish these articles certainly do, and | don’t know if I'll 
be able to look them in the eye after | say this. But it’s true: 
| chose my Community Group by looking at photos of the 
leaders and hosts on the members’ website. 

Now tell me what | already know: | am lowdown scum. 
lm turning red as | write. Maybe if | explain a bit, though, | can 
verbally manipulate your shock into a bit of sympathy. First, | 
think | have clearly established through previous Vlogs that | 
am not exactly Mother Teresa, but | am getting better. 

Second, the first CG that | ever dropped in on was such 
a painful experience for me that my only intention in using 
pictures was to try to avoid another such awkward evening. 
Third, | wasn't picking people because of their “looks,” really, 
| was just trying to see who lived nearby, find an older married 
couple, and check that they looked friendly and “normal.” 
| want you to know that | repent of my approach, too, and 
| won't ever do it again. Especially since | don’t need to 
because it worked the first time. 

| arrived, nervous-but-hopeful, to the Community Group 
after having exchanged a few e-mails with the host. She said 
something really funny in one of her e-mails, and my heart 
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soared. A Community Group with a sense of humor? Is that 
even possible? Legal? 

The door opened and | was flooded with way-too-warm 
air, and the sounds of riotous laughter wafted into the hallway. 
| was somewhat shy, but really, | was pleasantly surprised to 
see two people | already knew and a few other newcomers. 


Everyone was just a little crazy without being that “um, you’re 
embarrassing me now” crazy, and | just loved them right 
away. 

It was your ideal Community Group: the one guitar- 
strumming minstrel who hits on all the new girls by plugging 
his own tunes, the beautiful and outspoken twenty-something 
female who is the life of the party and makes you laugh out 
loud, the couple with a baby, two quiet strangers that clearly 
have stories to tell, the warm and inviting hostess, the lead- 
ers who greet you but don’t breathe down your neck and 
make you nervous .. . | just loved it. It was my kind of mix of 
goofy and serious. 

After dinner and a lot of talking, we reviewed the previ- 
ous Sunday's sermon in a group discussion. The group also 
has the essential handful of Bible whizzes—the ones who 
actually own several commentaries. | got giant concordance 
last Christmas, and | have my hands full with that. These guys 
have read everything and have so much insight; we kind of 
just gape at them. 

Now | attend that Community Group every week, and | 
love it more and more. They all do things together throughout 
the week, not just on our meeting night. They watch movies, 
go out for dinner, spend evenings together and so on. It’s 
such a new concept to me as a way of living—this isn’t a 
weekly Bible Study. This is a mini-church happening within a 
church. 

I'm slowly getting incorporated, and | have to tell you, 
this is what | love the very most at Mars Hill. And | used to 
think that the Sunday service was the fun part! In this big 
church, it’s easy to live life alone and just show up to ser- 
vices. And you can do that. But seriously, Community Group 
is what makes the difference. | promise, after the first time, 
it's not a chore. | don’t go because | should. | go because | 
love it. 

If you haven't yet, this is my biggest recommendation 
of them all: join a Community Group. Look for one in the Vox 
Pop, or shoot an e-mail to community@marshillchurch.org. 
Don't feel bad if the first one doesn’t fit. Find one that does. 
And then let your real Mars Hill party begin! Peace out! \% 








08.14 


08.11-13 


08.12 


08.14 


08.18-20 


08.19 


08.22 


08.28 








Mountain Biking and BBQ - A few hours of 
singletrack exploration at Tolt-MacDonald Park. 
Jason Orr at englishstee/@hotmail.com 


08.05-06 Backpacking on the Olympic Coast — A women- 


only trip for fun and fellowship on the beach. 
Lisa Dale at /isamdale@hotmail.com 


Windsurfing and Kiteboarding Weekend 

— Spend the weekend on the water at Hood River, 
Oregon, including windsurfing and more. 

Kristin Nelson at Surferchick7@msn.com 


SCUBA at Gig Harbor — Dive Sunrise Reef and 
see some of the most spectacular NW underwater 
scenery around. 

Janelle Baarspul at jabaarspu/@yahoo.com 


Mountain Biking at Tolt-MacDonald Park —-A 
weekend full of adventure, including camping, 
mountain biking and kayaking. 

Kristin Nelson at Surferchick7@msn.com 


San Juan Kayaking Weekend - Possible orca 
encounters and definite breathtaking scenery as 
we explore what San Juan Island has to offer. 
Thom Booth at thombooth@emsoln.com 


Family Hike at Twin Falls State Park — Two 
waterfalls, one trail, one very nice hike. All ages 
and abilities welcome. 

Janelle Baarspul at /abaarspu/@yahoo.com 


Family Biking on the Burke Gilman Trail — Enjoy 
views of Lk. Washington and UW with a stop at 
Cold Stone Creamery at the end. 

Ali Wick at awick@anchorenv.com 


Night Hike at Tiger Mountain — View the sunset 
from the peak and then return by flashlight. 
Families are welcome. 

Mark Humiston at MarkHumiston@gmail.com 
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Grace Akallo, former 

abducted child soldier from 
northern Uganda during visit 

to Washington DC for World 
Vision press conference on 
continued abduction of children 
by Lord’s Resistance Army in 
northern Uganda. 


By Katie Payne mmm 


Her name is Grace. She stepped onto the stage and 
the crowded chapel exploded with applause honoring this 
young woman. She smiled timidly, then nodded, graciously 
accepting the applause. As she spoke so tenderly into the 
microphone, expressing her gratitude for being there, tears 
streamed down my face. Knowing what she had been 
through—-the tortures and atrocities—her resolve and faith 
was incredibly powerful. 

| had the privilege of hearing Grace tell her story at a 
World Vision chapel last month. She began by reading from 
Psalm 125: 


Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be shaken but endures forever. 
As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 
so the LORD surrounds his people 
both now and forevermore. 


Grace Akallo is the definition of survivor. Now an 
intern for World Vision (a Christian relief and development 
organization), her journey has brought her from the pits of 
hell to speaking in front of thousands of people, including 
Congress, sharing her story in hopes of opening the eyes of 
the world to the atrocities occurring in Northern Uganda. 


The Boogeyman of Uganda 

In 1987, Joseph Kony, started a movement to over- 
throw the government of Uganda. His rebel forces are now 
known as the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). Funded by 
the Sudanese government, this movement has consistently 
brought violence and mayhem to the people of Uganda for 
nearly two decades. 

The LRA is a paramilitary group operating mainly in 
Northern Uganda. The group is engaged in an armed rebel- 
lion against the national government in what is now one of 
Africa's longest-running conflicts. Joseph Kony proclaims 
himself a spirit medium; he wishes to establish a state based 
on his unique interpretation of biblical millenarianism. 

Millenarians believe in impending change that will ren- 
der meaningless life as we know it. This brand of fatalism 
can lead adherents to withdraw from society or, in Kony’s 
case, rail against the status quo. Specifically, Kony wants 
to run Uganda based on a perverted interpretation of Ten 
Commandments. 

The LRA is infamous for abducting, raping, and brain- 
washing children, transforming them into military fighters. To 
complete their initiation, the LRA forces young recruits to 
return to their own villages and kill their families. After com- 
mitting such horrific acts, these children are ostracized from 
their own communities, leaving them with no choice but to 
return and serve in the LRA. 

In order to avoid abduction by the LRA, many Ugandan 
children are forced to live a life of “night commuting.” Every 
night, children between the ages of three and seventeen walk 


up to thirteen miles from their IDP (internally displaced 
person) camps to larger towns in search of safety. They 
sleep in tiny rooms and underneath parked cars, seeking 
rest from the violence, fearing the men that prey on them 
each night. 


Grace’s Story 

Grace is just one of nearly 30,000. 

The secondary school where she studied, St. Mary’s 
College in Aboke, wasn’t the safe house her parents 
thought it would be. Members of the LRA snuck into the 
school in the middle of the night, taking Grace and 138 of 
her classmates. With no shoes and only a nightgown to 
clothe her, she cried out, “Jesus, help me. Jesus, help me. 
Jesus,” while her captors led her away. She was fifteen. 

One of the nuns, Sister Rachelle Fassera, followed 
the footprints of the rebels throughout the night in hopes 
of begging for the release of the abducted girls. After 
being forced to remove the habit from her head, Sister 
Rachele requested that her life be taken for the release of 
these girls. Her life was spared and she was allowed to 
take 109 of the girls back, but thirty remained. Grace was 
among the thirty. 

“If anyone tries to escape,” her captors warned their new 
recruits, “We will kill you all.” 

Even if they had the chance, the “Aboke girls” (as 
they referred to themselves) would not run away, for 
fear that their classmates—who were like sisters—would 
be murdered. The group marched on towards Sudan. 
“Marching to hell,” Grace called it, “Never knowing If you 
would live or die.” 

With essentially no water or food, Grace watched 
as her friends began to drop dead at her feet. They were 
forced to carry packs full of provisions and spoils, but 
the girls were forbidden to partake; they were merely the 
modes of shipment the rebels used in order to transport 
items looted from villages. 

“It was by God’s grace we reached Sudan,” Grace 
said, after describing her attempts at sucking dirt in an 
effort to get water. Throughout out the whole journey, 
Grace clung to the hope that, once the wretched caravan 
reached its destination, she would be released. But, as it 
turned out, “Sudan is like a grave.” 

As her tribulation continued and her hope diminished, 
she admitted, “My prayers changed. At first, | would pray, 
‘Lord, | want to escape, help me escape.’ But when | went 
to Sudan, | prayed, ‘If my time must come, please take 
me.” 

Joseph Kony addressed new recruits once they reached 
Sudan. He told them “Forget about Uganda, forget about 
school, just think of fighting: you are now soldiers.” 
Untrained, the children were given guns and told, “Hunger 
will teach you how to shoot.” 


(continued: SEE ‘Aboke Girl’ page 17) 
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RESTAURANT REVIEW 


By Julie Hubert 





Warm, comforting, unpretentious—dining at Dinette is 
like a nice hug. The room itself is almost too simple and un- 
adorned to be called rustic, but that’s the vibe. The wooden 
tables exist country style, free from stuffy white linen. The 
real sterling silverware seems collected from six different 
grandmothers. The eclectic set goes perfectly with the mis- 
matched china plates. 

A meal in such a lovely place really should start with an 
aperitif or cocktail. Dinette offers an eclectic and interesting 
selection that includes a house limoncello (sweet, bright 
lemon flavor, high octane, so watch out) and earl grey mar- 
tini, which was exactly that: fresh brewed tea, vodka, chilled 
& shaken, served up. 

The wine list is fantastic. It appeals to my sense of 
adventure: | didn’t recognize a single label on the list. Each 
selection is hand-picked from French, Italian, and Spanish 
regions. Our table selects Val Joanis Rose 2005. This is not 
your grandmother's rose. Crisp and virtually all dry with a 
dash of alleged strawberry (which | couldn’t taste). 

The menu starts in an unusual way: instead of your stan- 
dard appetizers, Dinette has a selection of toasts, essentially 
French tartines. Order a plate of three different toasts, each 
cut into four nice pieces (my favorite: the chicken liver): an 
ideal appetizer for our table of four ravenous ladies to share. 

The menu continued with a selection of homemade 
pastas—how easy it is to forget that pasta can rise to such 
heights, after one to many servings of the dry stuff from the 
blue box!—and unique, perhaps Parisian-inspired salads. The 
entrees for the evening were all specials, well described by 
our pleasant waitress. 

In the end, we chose two stuffed pastas and a lamb 
sirloin entree. Our Agnolotti was filled with smoked chicken, 
currants, and pine nuts. The little stuffed pillows were swim- 
ming in a sauce of lemon, butter and herbs. So good—espe- 
cially when slopped up by the ever-present Artisan bread on 
our table. 

The lamb sirloin was grilled on skewers and served 
over a fava and canellini bean puree, then topped with a 
salad of arugula and salsa verde. Every element versatile 
and delicious in its own right—but combined? | mean, come 
to momma! We finished every morsel of this feast. Time for 
dessert. 

Dinette’s owner, Melissa Nyeffeler, was formerly the 
pastry chef at another Seattle spot, Le Pichet. In other 
words, no skipping dessert at Dinette. We ordered three: a 
dense, flourless chocolate terrine or cake; a puff pastry filled 
with vanilla cream and served with vanilla ice cream; and a 
wonderful strawberry dessert layered with whipped cream 
and big crisp almond cookies. We savored these delicacies 
with a shot of rich espresso. 


Dinette is huggin’ awesome 


And now the check. After a cocktail, wine, and four 
courses, all four of us walk away $50 lighter, including tax 
and tip. If you wish to enjoy Dinette on a tighter budget 
that can easily be done. Skip the cocktail and stick with the 
wonderful pastas. Trust me: Dinette offers a great price for 
a meal this varied and delicious. Whatever you choose, just 
make sure to go. You'll walk away feeling like, well, you have 
just been hugged. xı 


THE VERDICT 


Dinette 


1514 E. Olive Way 
Seattle, WA 

Phone: 206-328-2282 
dinetteseattle.com 


PRICE: $$$ 


(PER PERSON, ALL-INCLUSIVE) 
$ = <10; $$ =<25; $$$ = <50; $$$ = 50+ 


PANTS: JEANS 


Shorts = whatever; Jeans = casual; Khakis = fancy; 
Tux = formal 


PIGLETS: M M A 


Overall rating: 1 = mud bath; 2 = grunt; 3 = squeal; 
4 = oinkfest! 


: BREAKFASTaus 


breakfastclub@marshillchurch.org 


Grub and Scrub with the 
Breakfast Club. Meet 
people and serve by 
preparing the building for 
Sunday service. 


10am every Saturday 
at the Ballard campus. 


9am every Saturday 
at the West Seattle campus. 


Drop-ins welcome! 





MARS HILL 


Shoreline Pharmacist Ron Barnes 





By Holly Thompson 


“If | don’t know you, you're new,” pharmacist Ron 
Barnes says of people in the Shoreline area. 
Ron has been working as a pharmacist in Shoreline for over 
forty years. He got his first pharmacy job in 1959 driving 
a delivery car for Acacia Pharmacy on Aurora. Back in the 





still gets to know his customers but chain retail stores push 
pharmacists to do more prescriptions and more quickly. 
“People are more of a number at bigger stores,” he says. 
Still, Ron greets his regular customers like old friends. 
“You can get to know the people who come frequently,” 
he says. Some of his original customers from the 1960's 


(continued: SEE ‘Neighborhood’ page 17) 





day, pharmacies delivered prescriptions like jugs of milk. 
When a hapless accident claimed the delivery car in the 
mid-eighties, deliveries promptly stopped. 

In 1965, Ron and three partners opened their own 
pharmacy where the Blockbuster now is next to QFC in 
Shoreline. Having his own pharmacy allowed Ron to get to 
know his customers well. It would still be many years before 
the big chain stores would go in, so he filled prescriptions 
for almost everyone who lived in Shoreline. Life moved at 
a slower pace then, and Ron enjoyed chatting with his 
customers and getting to know their families. 

It became harder to run an independent pharmacy as 
time passed because of the emergence of chain stores and 
rising drug costs. By the time he sold his pharmacy in 1995, 
there were new pharmacies in the area and more competi- 
tion for their business. Still, people who had been going to 
Ron for a long time tended to follow him because they were 
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; Wednesday nights from 6 to 8:30: Mars Hill 
Paige Shoreline at the RB (Richmond Beach). 
Bring your friends, neighbors, co-workers, and sports 


gear. The BBQ’s fired up every week this summer 
(through 8/16). shoreline@marshillchurch.org. 














most comfortable with a familiar face. He was hired at the el i 

Y Mars Hill Shoreline — Sundays at 10:30am — Greenwood Ave N & N 
Payless Drug across the street. Two years later, Payless l D a were warsiiieaunl on 
became Rite Aid, and he continued at Rite Aid for eight 
years before moving back across the street to QFC. He pe Se E A 


Volunteers are needed to 
| serve the church by loving kids. | 
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Come to the training session, September 10, 11am at 


the Ballard campus. Email kids@marshillchurch.org. 
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Next Year in Jerusalem 


Live the Bible in Greece and Israel 


= 


f There are summer vacations, and then there are summer adven- 
rures. While nothing's wrong with a little R and R, if you’ve seen one 
wimming pool you've seen them all. 

So if you're going to take some time off anyway, why not spend it 
with Mars Hill brothers and sisters, opening up your Bibles together to 
watch the pages come alive? 

The Mars Hill trip to Greece last June went so well, two more trips to 
~ the other Hemisphere are already in the works for ‘07. June 12-21, you'll 
have another opportunity to walk in the footsteps of Paul ona tour through 
Greece. In addition, a trip to Israel is scheduled for September 4-13. 

ý The Greece tour includes stops along the missionary routes of the 
~ Apostle Paul, including Corinth, Philippi, and the original Mars Hill. 
| Believe it or not, these places still exist, and still harbor vestiges of the 
* nascent Christianity that was the context for significant portions of the 
_ Scriptures we read and study today. 

If Greece is the stage for a few chapters in the New Testament, Israel 
is the canvas on which the entire Bible is painted. Next year, Mars Hill 
will journey through Nazareth, Jerusalem, Galilee, Megiddo, and other 
locations of biblical significance. 

Both the Greece trip and the Israel trip are in the early stages, but 
registration and more details are already available. Go to www.ultimate- 
2 journeystravel.com/ marshill for more information. 

= Check out the site, and as you begin to think about your plans for E 
next summer, remember: Hawaii's nice, but Paul never preached a ser- SE rr 


4 ~ mon in Waikiki. 
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Last June, Pastor James 
Harleman took a Mars Hill 
group to Greece, where 
they followed the footsteps 
of the Apostle Paul. Vox Pop 
writer Tera L. Miller went on 
the trip and compiled the 
following memories from 


her fellow travelers. 


DEBORAH WINTERS 
{ Mars Hill Church member } 


The trip made Paul’s writings come 
alive. I am very thankful for the 
word of God and enjoy reading and 
memorizing Scripture more than 
before I went. I am also amazed at 
how God has used Paul’s letters, origi- 
nally written to the specific churches 
in ancient Greece, to boldly speak 
the name of Christ to everyone 
throughout history who has opens up 
a Bible anywhere in the world. One of 
my favorite moments on the trip was 
when I rented a Vespa scooter and 
drove it as fast as it could go around 
one of the islands just off the coast of 
Athens. Just me and the Mediterranean 
coastline. Now that is a commute I 
wouldn’t mind! 


SANDI FARKAS 
{ Financial Manager and 
staff Deacon at Mars Hill Church } 


When we prayed on Mars Hill in 
Athens, I began to see myself and 
our church as part of the Apostle 
Paul’s legacy. It was at the Baptistry 
of Lydia at Philippi when the old and 
the new really converged for me. As 
Pastor James read Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians out loud to us there by the 
stream, I could imagine what it would 
have been like to have been one of the 
early Christians eagerly awaiting word 
from Paul. After Philippi, I began to 
read other letters of Paul as we rode the 
bus from one location to another. Again 
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and again I was awed by Paul’s love for 
the early church and the hardships he 
gladly and joyously suffered to build 
the church and minister to it. 


KERRY MICHAELIS 
{ Mars Hill Church member } 


Strange as it may seem, I think the neat- 
est part of the trip for me was to walk 
along the Via Egnatia (a road construct- 
ed by the Romans around 146 BC). To 
walk literally where Paul walked, to 
stand where he stood and think what 
he must have thought left an impres- 
sion on me. It was neat to see where 
he spoke at Mars Hill and sobering to 
see what his jail may have been like. I 
feel fortunate that Christians like Paul 
have boldly walked forth into hardship 
and difficulty to proclaim the gospel 
and “upset the world” (Acts 17:6) so 
that generations that follow come to 
know the saving grace of Jesus Christ. 


KEN OSWELL 
{ Mars Hill Church member } 


The trip gave me a better appreciation 
for our Mars Hill Community Group, 
since most of the early churches were 
small and often met in someone’s house. 
We really believe Community Groups 
are the heart of Mars Hill Church. 


CARRO LO SAW Esk’ L 
{ Mars Hill Church member } 


The Greece trip was a wonderful expe- 
rience. We had a chance to meet many 
great people we hadn’t met before at 


Mars Hill and to spend time getting 


to know each other. We saw places the 
Bible speaks about; the scriptures took 
on a fuller meaning and reality for us. 
From now on, we won’t be able to hear 
about Lydia being baptized or Paul 
speaking on Mars Hill without being 
able to see in our mind ‘those special 
places and realizing that the Bible is 
both factual and truthful. \% 
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Memories of Greece By tera Lwf. Miller 


10) Endless Greek salads—mmm, 
feta... 


9) The view of the Acropolis at night. 


8) Sitting on top of Mars Hill listen- 
ing to Pastor James preach about Paul 
in Athens. 


7) Dinner in the Plaka in Athens. 
The fellowship, food and wine were 
unforgettable. 


6) The scenic bus rides along the 

coast and throughout the countryside. 
There were so many beautiful beaches 
with crystal blue water as well as field 


after field of vineyards and olive trees. 


5) The sunset in Thessalonica while 
walking along the pier eating warm, 
locally grown pistachio nuts. 


4) Witnessing fellow travelers 
Marsha and Julie get baptized in 
Corinth. 


3) Cruising the Greek islands and 
swimming in the Aegean Sea. 


2) Putting my toes in the river in 
Philippi where Lydia was baptized 
(Acts 16:13-15). 


1) Our wonderful hosts Shaun 
and Russ Goodman with Ultimate 


CAET 


Journeys. They attended to every 
detail of the trip to make it more 
relaxing and enjoyable than I could 
have ever imagined. May God bless 
them and their families for all the 
joy and hospitality they shared with 
our group. 


To see more photos and to read the blog 
about the 2006 Greece trip, look for 
the Greece journal at Vox Pop online: 
marshillchurch.org/voxpop. 


FEATURE 
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ACTION 


Scott Yamamura is a leader with the skate ministry, 
Boarders for Christ. He and some teammates recently an- 
swered a few questions for Vox Pop. 


Why “Boarders” for Christ? 

The sport of skateboarding ranks as one of the most 
popular sports among teens and young adults in the nation. 
It’s a unique mission field, and several in the Seattle-area are 
stepping up to represent God on their skateboard. Coalition 
Skate, a ministry of Mars Hill Church, has been going strong 
for more than a year. Skateboarders seem to be popping up 
everywhere, and the need for God is everywhere. 


So just what is Boarders For Christ? 

Boarders for Christ (BFC) is a team, a family, a body of 
Christ. It’s a link that connects people to God through board 
sports. The purpose of the ministry is to be a service to the 
church and community, assisting youth pastors and leaders 
in bringing the message of Jesus Christ to youth culture. 
The ministry also exists to help athletes proclaim their faith 
through riding their skateboard, snowboard, or surfboard. 
Team members range from eleven to thirty in age. 


What does the ministry do? 

Whatever God leads us to. One way is by putting on 
skateboard performances. Sometimes we pack a U-haul and 
take our ten-plus ramps and obstacles to a youth outreach. 
Other times the team visits a public or privately-run skate- 
park for an event. With over thirty-some volunteers between 
Seattle, Idaho, and San Diego, God has shown up in a lot 
of ways in each individual’s life. Sharing testimonies is big. 
Typically one of our guys will get on the mic and speak about 
how God has acted in his life. These performances occur 
anywhere from church parking lots to the Key Arena. We'll be 
out at Creation Fest at the Gorge this summer. 

Also this summer, Boarders for Christ is involved with 
and running several skateboard contests in the greater 
Seattle area at public skateparks in places like Woodinville, 
Tacoma, Shoreline, Mercer Island, and Sammamish. 


So what else does Boarders for Christ do? 

God is good at taking his followers on joy rides. He’s 
driving, so we buckle in and try to enjoy the ride, bumps and 
all. Members of the ministry have had the chance to design 
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over fifteen skateboard parks in the Seattle area, including the 
public parks in Renton, Shoreline, Seatac, Kingston, and one 
awaiting construction in the Mill Creek area. Skate Barn, the 
largest indoor skatepark in the northwest, was one of the proj- 
ects last year. When an opportunity like that is handed to you, 
it seems clear that God is doing the handing. It’s awesome to 
help create a nice place for the kids to do their thing. 

BFC also runs a skateboard company called Ethos 
Skateboards. The team occassionally builds skateboard 
ramps. Some of the more experienced fellows teach lessons 
at local parks. 

Tell us a about the recent ministry film released by the 
team. It’s called Word: A Skateboard Film. It premiered right 
here at Mars Hill Church’s Paradox theater. There are some 
pretty dare-devil and technical tricks performed throughout 
the film. Each of the professional and industry-level skaters 
in it chose a piece of Scripture to be displayed before he 
skates, thus the title, Word. The Salvation Army is sponsoring 
this video, which we give away as a prize at our skateboard 
contests. After its release a few months ago, we’ve begun 
another film, a documentary about three Christian profes- 
sional skateboarders. 


What do you like best about Boarders for Christ? 

Hanging out with the younger fellows on the team who 
used to not be Christians. That inspires me. God is awesome 
and it really is something else to see guys taking a stand for 
the Lord at such a young age. 


What is the wildest skateboard trick a team member 
has ever survived? Jumping a live alligator. 


Any closing words? God is good. Oh, and don’t expect there 
to be an alligator at each of the performances we do. 4 


For more information about Boarders for Christ, check out 
boardersforchrist.com and bfcstudios.com. For the latest 
events from Mars Hill skating activity, email Micah, with 
Coalition Skate, at setapart8 1 @hotmail.com. 











All stories possess shared themes, and many 
films are saying a lot more than you realize. 
Join us as we engage contemporary culture and 
view this art form through a discerning lens. 


“Walk the Line” 
Friday August 18, 7pm - Ballard 


M MARS HILL CHURCH 














FOR MARS HILL'S WEEKLY EMAIL UPDATE AT 


WWW.MARSHILLCHURCH.ORG. 
ALSO ONLINE.. 


SERMON ARCHIVES, MUSIC DOWNLOADS, 
FILM REVIEWS, PODCAST PROGRAMS, AND MORE 


Body Piercing Saved My Life 


New Book by Spin Magazine writer provides an outsider’s glimpse “inside the 


phenomenon of Christian rock” 


By Matt Johnson 





Ever hear that old adage “why should the devil have all 
the good music”? The quote is often mistakenly attributed 
to the 70s Jesus People Movement pioneer Larry Norman 
when in fact, rumor has it, Martin Luther coined the saying. 
Regardless of where the question comes from, the fact is that 
music has been a point of controversy within Christendom 
for centuries. 

Senior contributing writer for Spin Magazine Andrew 
Beaujon comes to this project as a non-believer and an 
outsider to the world of Christian rock. Beaujon describes 
the Christian music world as a parallel universe to the “real” 
world of rock and roll depravity. To be fair, that’s really not 
a bad assessment. Historically, Christian artists have been 
famous for offering up second rate family-friendly versions 
of what is popular in culture at large. The Christian version 
of Hall and Oates in the 80s = Degarmo and Key. If you like 
AC/DC, you'll love X-Sinner! And the list goes on and on. 

The book's title (Body Piercing Saved My Life) is 
swiped from a popular T-shirt slogan the author kept seeing 
at Christian music festivals. The front of the shirt bears the 
body piercing slogan while the back displays an image of the 
wounds in Jesus’ hands, post crucifixion. Beaujon considers 
this image “a suitable metaphor for the way Christian music 
imbued the language and symbols of the rock world with 
unexpected, ultimately subversive meaning.” This idea is es- 
sentially a springboard into the rest of the book. 

| was surprised when | first saw this book on the shelf 
in the Mars Hill bookstore, considering it appeared to be 
a slight against a subculture kind of close to home. To be 
honest I’m not sure that this book would be for sale here if it 
weren’t for a chapter on Mark Driscoll and Mars Hill Church 
(for anyone that’s read anything in the press about Mars Hill, 
there’s really nothing new here). As a music nerd obsessed 
with the sociological implications of music, faith, and culture 
intersecting, however, I’m glad It’s available. 

Although the writer’s opinion peeks through from time 
to time on typical pet issues (namely the preoccupation with 
women’s “reproductive health” issues), by and large this is 
a very sincere, honest look at the culture of Christian music. 
From a journalistic standpoint, Beaujon’s writing is top 
notch. 

He isn’t out to demonize anyone or make fun of the music 
or the fans, and surprisingly—though discontinuities between 
faith and practice is mentioned from time to time—he isn’t out 
to smear the Christian faith. 

| was a skeptic at first but Body Piercing is well 
researched, reads in a nice conversational tone, and Is re- 


freshing in that it lacks the air of cultural superiority typically 
maintained by those who criticize or analyze Christian rock. 
Just to be clear, this is not a fan book about your favorite 
Christian rock band. Yes, Skillet, Cool Hand Luke, Mute 
Math, P.O.D., Switchfoot, Pedro the Lion, David Crowder 
Band-—even oldsters like Rez, Keith Green, Larry Norman, 
Stryper, and Amy Grant—are referenced. But Beaujon is con- 
cerned with the bigger picture. What is the attraction to this 
music? Why do Christians cloister themselves away from the 
general culture and what makes these Christian music fans 
tick? All relevant questions worth asking. 

| get the impression that Beaujon is sincerely surprised 
by what he finds. With each festival he attends, music busi- 
ness convention he goes to, and band he interviews, the 
answers to the abovementioned questions are as varied as 
the individuals themselves. For instance: What is Christian 
music? Some say it’s music made by and for the edifica- 
tion of Christians. Some restate the conversation by saying, 
“Well, we're not a ‘Christian band’ we're just Christians in 
a band.” Others reject the distinction between sacred and 
secular altogether, in light of Christ's rule and reign over 
all; our job as Christians is to extract the good, pure, lovely, 
and noble things of the culture and mine the truth around 
us for the cause of the gospel. This answer seems the most 
consistent to me. 

Beaujon didn’t become a Christian while writing Body 
Piercing, but he did become a fan of not just the music, but 
of Christians, and of Jesus Himself...sort of. The character 
traits he attributes to Jesus are lacking but It’s good to see a 
skeptic thinking through the issues nonetheless. “As long as 
Americans continue to try out identities till they find one what 
suits them,” Beaujon writes, “they’re going to need maps, if 
you will, of whatever path they’ve chosen. The tessellated 
world of Christian music is really just a guide to the many 
ways to navigate the muddled, mottled landscape of just one 
of those choices.” 

He continues, in effect condoning the “genre” with the 
conclusion, “Here's to never stopping seeking, to never stop- 
ping rocking, to never stopping shopping. No, there doesn’t 
need to be Christian rock. But I’d hate to live anywhere that 
didn’t give people enough hope to think opposite.” 

On a personal note, much of the cognitive dissonance 
that Beaujon unearths in his journey into the parallel universe 
of Christian rock really hit home for this reviewer. | have been 
in bands that have toured the country extensively, put out 
records, and lived on peanut butter and jelly for the better 
part of a decade. Early on | kept a foot in the Christian rock 
world before being utterly repulsed and moving on. 

Not to say that there isn’t a place for Christian music 






































necessarily. But the commercially successful artists that 
are more philosophically leery about their associations with 
Christian music (P.O.D, Switchfoot, MuteMath, Stacie Orrico, 
Pedro the Lion, and Sufjan Stevens, who consistently refuses 
Beaujon an interview throughout the book) seem much more 
likely to missionally engage a general listening audience. The 
artists that choose the arguably easier road of a ready-made 
Christian audience run the risk of ghettoizing themselves into 
a subculture where the prospect of maneuvering between 
faith, art, and commerce becomes a tricky reality. But that’s a 
separate article for another day... «J 
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By Elliot Strong aS 


A cult is a religion with no political power. 
- Tom Wolfe 


The cover of the May 6, 1991 edition of Time magazine 
declared Scientology as “The Cult of Greed” and went on 
to posit in the article that “Scientology poses as a religion 
but really is a ruthless global scam—and aiming for the main- 
stream.” Even though Time ended up winning the dismissal 
of a libel lawsuit by the Church of Scientology against the 
magazine in January 2001, making such a derisive claim 
today would be nearly unimaginable. It seems that fifteen 
years later, Scientology has achieved Time’s prediction and 
reached the mainstream. 

The spring of 2006 was a flurry of interest and buzz 
around Scientology. With America’s favorite proselytizing 
Scientologist Tom Cruise determined to show the world the 
superior way while promoting Mission: Impossible III, the odd 
circumstances surrounding his fiancé’s pregnancy, and the 
infamous South Park episode, “Trapped in the Closet,” that 
resulted in a Cruise/Isaac Hayes media debacle, Scientology 
is now a household word. 

But what do people know about it? The funny thing is 
that as controversial as South Park’s Scientology-skewering 
episode was, all they really did was publicly offer up some of 
the readily-accessible canons of the cult. In “Trapped in the 
Closet,” the tenets of Scientology were served in a surpris- 
ingly matter-of-fact and near-educational tone; the episode's 
biggest punch line was Scientology’s doctrine itself—no 
more, no less. 

In a nutshell, Trey Parker and Matt Stone (the guys 
behind South Park) got on Tom Cruise and Isaac Hayes’ 
(Scientologist and former voice of Chef) bad side because 
Parker and Stone told the truth. They laid out Scientology's 
secret core teachings and beliefs at its own expense. 

Basically, Scientologists believe that 75 million years 
ago, the evil lord Xenu of the Galactic Confederation rounded 
up the excess population on various planets, brought them 
to earth in space planes, dumped them in active volcanoes, 
and then destroyed them with nuclear bombs. The ghosts, or 
“thetans,” of all these beings are now the underlying cause 
for human suffering, unhappiness, and problems. With ex- 
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Ihe Progression of 
aap Scientology 


rom “cult of greed” to mainstream belief 


tensive (and expensive) “auditing” and counseling from the 
church, one can finally achieve a “clear” state and become an 
“operating thetan” (A description of the cult’s beliefs can be 
obtained from a website dedicated to exposing Scientology’s 
inner secrets, Operation Clambake (www.xenu.net). 

In any event, with all the press surrounding Scientology, 
interest in the church has definitely grown. Scientology 
actively recruits celebrities for the purpose of good PR. 
With Cruise’s rants on national television against psychiatry 
and modern medicine (hallmarks of the Scientology faith), 
however, this strategy appears to have backfired. 

But either way, it’s not the first off-beat or non-traditional 
religion to gain attention in popular culture, and it likely won't 
be the last. Take Kabbalah, the mystical Jewish tradition for 
example. It was popularized by Madonna, Britney Spears 
and other celebrities who had claimed it as their religion and 
many others who donned the red bracelets as an outward 
symbol of their support for the belief. Before that, the religion 
du jour seemed to be Buddhism, promoted by Richard Gere 
and the film “Seven Years in Tibet” with Brad Pitt. 

So if history is any guide, it seems that the public’s 
interest in alternative religions ebbs and flows with some 
regularity. The hype around Scientology seems to be dimin- 
ishing already, though with “Trapped in the Closet” recently 
getting an Emmy nomination and a hard-fought encore airing 
on Comedy Central, Parker and Stone seem intent on keep- 
ing the controversy going. Considering how hard they had to 
push for a second chance to show the critical cartoon of the 
“cult of greed,” it’s interesting to see that the provocateur 
pair is one of the only voices coming out against Scientology 
today. 

If political power can be defined as limiting criticism or 
moving to quash debate about a particular issue, it would 
be fair to say that Scientology now fits into Tom Wolfe's 
definition of a religion rather than a cult. That said, it would 
be refreshingly daring to see a magazine or other media 
outlet with the clout of Time to come out today and label 
Scientology for what it truly is. Something along the lines of 
“ruthless global scam” still sounds pretty good. 4 


A link to Scientology according to South Park (video clip 
from “Trapped in the Closet”) can be found in the online ver- 
sion of this article, available at marshillchurch.org/voxpop. 
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Bring your own meat and something to share. 
Hang out and stay for teaching and discussion 
at 7:30. If you want to help out, set up 
begins at 5:20pm. 

Questions? Email gasworks@marshillchurch.org. 





RESURGENCE 


As another generation comes of age, 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ must resurge... 


theResurgence.com. 


A free online collaborative resource of biblically 
based missional theology for the church in 
today’s culture. 





Johnny Cash preaches from the grave in American V Ha\@si@)\Viai=yleya 


By Pastor James Harleman [ES 


You can run on for a 

long time, Run on for a long time 
Run on for a long time... 

Sooner or later God'/l cut you down 


Driving home from work recently, | couldn't find anything 
tolerable on the radio until | landed on Seattle’s alleged 
“alternative” station 107.7 The End. Here | stumbled, quite 
surprisingly, on the familiar cadence of a dead man reminding 
listeners of God’s inevitable justice. This new song caught my 
attention for two distinct reasons: one, the singer/songwriter, 
Johnny Cash, has been dead since 2003. Two, it strikes me 
as ironic that so many people in our city would be tapping 
their feet and resonating with a song that is simultaneously 
indicting them. 


Go tell that long tongue liar 

Go and tell that midnight rider 

Tell the rambler, The gambler, 

The back biter 

Tell ‘em that God’s gonna cut ‘em down 


Following in the steps of Tupac Shakur, Johnny Cash has 
put out a posthumous album but, unlike the dead rapper, this 
turn of events has essentially made the Man in Black a psalmist 





preaching from beyond the grave in his new album, American 
V: A Hundred Highways, which alternately expresses our 
need for God and the inevitable penalty for sin. Perhaps the 
Catholic Church should consider this a posthumous miracle 
and consider the Man in Black for sainthood. He paraphrases 
a verse from 1 Corinthians 4 and other passages in the song, 
God’s Gonna Cut you Down”: 


Well you may throw your rock, hide your hand, 
Workin’ in the dark against your fellow man. 

But as sure as God made black an’ white, 

What’s done in the dark will be brought to the light. 


The rock-a-billy country singer, known as the “Man in 
Black” long before Will Smith and Tommy Lee Jones tried 
to steal the moniker, is beloved by many who don't even like 
country music. Cash wrestled with drugs, alcohol, and his own 
fame, ruining his first marriage and at one point nearly ending 
his life. However, in his later years a strong love and devotion 
was evinced not only for his second wife, June, but for his 


Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (The story of Johnny and June 
recently went Hollywood with the film Walk the Line.) When 
June passed away in May 2003, Cash worked like a dog. In 
a New York Times article, Producer Rick Rubin said, “I spoke 
to him when he was in the hospital when June passed away, 
and he said: ‘I’m not going to do all the things that people 
normally do when they lose their partner. I’m not going to go 
out and spend money or chase girls. I’m just going to work 
every day.’” 

The first song on American V, “Help me,” a Larry Gatlin 
cover, is an earnest plea to God. Track three, “On the 309,” 
is a railroad metaphor for his own imminent passing and the 
last song he wrote and recorded. Though especially prolific 
in the days following his wife’s passing, Cash’s worshipful 
and reflective nature emerged well before June’s death; he 
produced two amazing tracks on American IV . His cover of 
“Hurt”, a song written by Trent Reznor of Nine Inch Nails in 
the early-1990s, became an award-winning video nominated 
in seven categories at the 2003 MTV Video Music Awards 
and won the award for Best Cinematography. Instead of the 
thirty-something Reznor whining about his life, Cash’s heartfelt 
rendition of a man truly looking back at his “empire of dirt” 
evoked Solomon's Ecclesiastical lament. His original track, 
“When the Man Comes Around,” provided a look at Christ's 
return and Armageddon, which is either glorious or frighten- 
ing, depending on which team you're on. 
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| wear the black for those who never read, or listened to the 
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words that Jesus said... 


| hope people don’t bob their heads to the plucky guitar 
strings of American V and only hear nostalgia. It’s my fervent 
hope that Cash’s technological ghost might prick some ears 
and be a tool the Holy Spirit uses to open some eyes, while 
Saint Johnny rests with Jesus and is finally the Man in White. 
| can only imagine that when he opened his new eyes to hear 
“Well done, good and faithful servant” his autonomic and 
sheepish response was “Hello. I’m Johnny Cash.” x 


Johnny Cash is the subject of this month's Film & Theology selection, 
Walk the Line. Come watch the movie and hear Pastor James’ take, 
Friday, August 18, 7pm at the Ballard campus. 
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Spiritual disciplines xm 





By Pastor Mark Driscoll 


To become skilled at something requires discipline. 
What good musicians, athletes, and Christians share in 
common is discipline, which, interestingly enough, shares 
the same root word as disciple. Therefore, to be a disciple 
of Jesus Christ is to be a person who lives a disciplined 
lifestyle patterned after the example of Jesus by the en- 
abling of the same Holy Spirit that empowered Him. 

The spiritual disciplines are varying ways that God 
works in our lives to mold us to be continually more like 
Jesus. In this series, | will be examining two spiritual dis- 
ciplines each month, in hopes of teaching you how they 
are practiced and aiding you in becoming increasingly dis- 
ciplined. Being spiritually disciplined is not the pursuit of 
some mythical balance. Rather, as Ecclesiastes says, there 
are times and seasons in life; our spiritual life will need 
to be constantly adjusted to best serve our soul in these 
various seasons. Therefore, the key to living a spiritually 
disciplined life is living in tension because that is exactly 
what the spiritual disciplines create 

The tension of the spiritual disciplines comes from the 
fact that they fall into two broad and general categories: 
contemplative and active. There are many ways to simplify 
this distinction. The contemplative disciplines are about 
being, whereas the active disciplines are about doing. The 
contemplative spiritual disciplines help us to slow down 
and connect with God, whereas the active disciplines 
compel us to be busy and connect with others. The con- 
templative disciplines focus on the world of ideas, whereas 
the active disciplines focus on the world of projects. 

When it comes to people, contemplatives are en- 
ergized by quiet, rest, solitude, and Sabbath, whereas 
activists are energized by noise, projects, community, and 
chaos. Contemplatives are attuned to what is happening in 
them, whereas activists are attuned to what is happening 
around them. 





Study 
Solitude 
Silence 
Meditation 
Prayer 
Sabbath 
Chastity 
Worship 
Journaling 
Fasting 
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The key is to discover whether you are more naturally 
a contemplative or an activist and then work on your area 
of weakness. In my years as a pastor | have found that most 
of us lean heavily toward the contemplative or the active 
disciplines at the expense of the other. Furthermore, it is not 
uncommon for people to read about Jesus in their Bible and 
only see His contemplative or activist scenes at the expense 
of seeing the healthy tension that Jesus lived in. As a result, 
when a contemplative thinks of Jesus they are prone to imag- 
ine Him sitting alone in the wilderness and silently reading 
Scripture and praying. Conversely, when an activist thinks of 
Jesus they are prone to imagine Him performing miracles, 
preaching, and casting out demons, never sitting down 
or taking a day off. The truth is that Jesus practiced every 
contemplative discipline and every active discipline (with the 
exception of lovemaking). To follow in His example means we 
must follow in His entire example. 

One of the worst things | have witnessed is immature 
Christians who judge another Christian as immature because 
they do not have the same natural strength in a particular 
spiritual discipline. This takes many forms, such as the 
spiritually disciplined evangelist who looks down on people 
who don’t share their faith every moment of every day with 
everyone they encounter. Another example is the spiritually 
disciplined student who looks down on people who do not 
read enormous books written by dead guys for hours at a 
time and geek out learning the difference between things like 
transubstantiation and consubstantiation. 

If the distinction between contemplatives and activists 
is not understood in marriage, the result can be very pain- 
ful; conflict ensues when spouses try to impose how they 
do their spiritual disciplines upon one another. Perhaps the 
worst case | am personally aware of was a well-intentioned 
young husband who had his wife sit on their couch while he 
gave her theology lectures complete with a white board and 
then expected to quiz her. He was shocked to realize that she 
did not find this romantic. She would have preferred that he 





put the white board away and got a job to feed their family; 
they could not eat all his theology books and they were get- 
ting hungry. 

In short, when it comes to the spiritual disciplines we 
must each begin with humility. Every Christian is spiritually 
disciplined in some areas of their life and spiritually undisci- 
plined in others. Therefore, each Christian we meet is a po- 
tential teacher of sorts, able to help us grow as disciples more 
like Jesus. We must be willing to inquire of their strengths and 
learn from them. 

As a final word of preface, two items are important to 
note before we study spiritual disciplines here together in 
the coming months. One, the spiritual disciplines are not 
something we have to do to make God love us. Rather, be- 
cause God already does love us, the spiritual disciplines are 
something that we get to do as we love Him back and enjoy 
growing in our loving relationship with Him. Two, the spiritual 
disciplines are not intended to enslave us. Rather, they are 
intended to lead us into growing freedom in the same way 
that a trained athlete or musician is free to enjoy the task 
more than a novice. 

This column will be dedicated to learning from the 
spiritual disciplines as practiced by Jesus along with other 
principles and examples from Scripture and church history. 
Additionally, | will be including numerous practical methods 
for doing the spiritual disciplines in hopes that you will find 
what works best to bring you closer to Jesus and cause you 
to be more like Him. 

Next month we will begin by examining the disciplines of 
study and obedience. If you would like to study the spiritual 
disciplines in greater detail, Donald S. Whitney has written 
a wonderful book titled Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian 
Life that would be helpful for you to read. Also helpful are 
Celebration of Discipline, by Richard Foster, and Sacred 
Pathways, by Gary Thomas. \% 


Contemplative Disciplines VS Active Disciplines 
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TO LEARN MORE ABOUT WHO WE ARE 
AND WHAT WE BELIEVE. 
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Missions Fest (page 5) 


So, to the missionaries of Mars Hill (that’s all of us): 
“strap on your Cups”—another great Driscollism— and plan 
on attending and contributing to Missions Fest Seattle, 
October 6-7 at Northshore Baptist Church in Bothell. 
Even if you don’t end up going on mission to Tanzania or 
Timbuktu, at least you'll walk away better equipped to serve 
our “uncle,” which is exactly what Jesus has us here for. xı 


Aboke Girl (page 7) 


Escape was not an option. The rebels tell the abducted 
children that Kony can read their thoughts, that he has the 
spirit to discover that you want to escape. “Once you have 
that thought,” they promised, “we will kill you.” 

At first Grace could not understand why children would 
go shoot people and do other horrific things the rebels or- 
dered them to do. Very quickly, however, she found out. 

These children must shoot and pillage in order to obtain 
food and water. “You have to walk miles and miles, just to 
look for water, you look for leaves to eat, and sometimes you 
don't get it. And when you get it, sometimes the command- 
ers take it, and you sleep without. 

“It was so hard. Without God, you cannot survive. And 
there is no way you can say, ‘God was not there.’ God was 
there. He was watching everything. Every step, He was 
protecting us. Everywhere, everything that we did, He was 
there.” 

And there she stayed, in Sudan, for seven months, 
enduring the odds. Surviving. 

As the conditions deteriorated, she witnessed suicide 
after suicide. Death was imminent and many chose to em- 
brace the end, rather than wait another day, week, or month 
for its inevitable, grisly arrival. 

Grace was among those who attempted suicide. Three 
times she tried to shoot herself and three times she failed. 
“When God does not say its time, it doesn’t happen,” she 
said. “Because | tried. And every time | tried, someone would 
come and take my gun away.” 

On the third time she tried to take her life, someone 
came, took the gun and said, “Why would you want to de- 
stroy your life?” She passed out and was buried alive in a 
shallow grave. 1% 


To be continued next month in the September Vox Pop. If 
you can't wait that long, go to www.marshillchurch.org/vox- 
pop to read the complete version of this article. 





outdoor 
Baptism 
Bonanza 


THE MARS HILL EVENT OF THE SUMMER 


Baptisms galore at Richmond Beach. It’s a 
great celebration of the new life He has 
given us + whether youre there to get 
baptized or just watch. It’s one of the only 
times each year when all of Mars hill 


gathers in one place. What’s more, free 
barbecue will mark the occasion. 


Join the party, August 9 at 6pm at Richmond Beach 
in Shoreline. 


Email baptism@marshillchurch.org if you want to 
get baptized. 


Neigborhood (page 9 


still come in, but more often he fills prescriptions for their 
children and grandchildren. 

Since he has been in the area for so many years, Ron is 

an intriguing source of local history. When | told him Mars Hill 
Church met on the Crista campus, he volunteered that those 
buildings were previously used as a tuberculosis sanitarium 
when the disease ran rampant in this country. 
For more useful tidbits, visit Ron at the Shoreline QFC phar- 
macy. Luckily for us, Ron plans to stay in Shoreline for the 
rest of his career because he has enjoyed the community 
so much. 1% 
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Community Groups take place in the homes of church members who are committed to 
sharing their lives with those who participate in their group. Through learning and ac- 
countabililty, Community Groups exist to develop mature Christians who will go out into 
their various social networks carrying the hope of the Gospel. 


more than one hundred 
mars hill community groups 


gather weekly around the Puget Sound region 
to join one near you email 
community@marshillchurch.org 


The Community Groups listed here are only a few of the many 


that gather every week. For a complete listing, or if you need 





help finding a group, email community@marshillchurch.org. 


Introducing the Newest 
Mars Hill Community Groups 


C 


Greenlake Monday 7pm 

Led By: Preston McGee 

Contact: Preston McGee 

Phone: 206-427-4504 

Email: preston@marshillchurch.org 


Greenwood Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Jeremy Herring 
Contact: Jeremy Herring 
Phone: 206-380-5339 

Email: jherringff@hotmail.com 


Issaquah Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Travis Dorschel 

Contact: Travis Dorschel 

Phone: 206-235-2378 

Email: travisandmarcy@gmail.com 


Kirkland Tuesday 7:30pm 

Led By: Colin Jones 

Contact: Colin Jones 

Phone: 425-823-7923 

Email: colin@maverickinvestments.net 


Kirkland Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Tim Saint 
Contact: Laurie Saint 
Phone: 206-941-8359 
Email: tim@saintfamily.com 


Laurelhurst Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Scott Johnson, Lauren Hunter 
Contact: Scott Johnson 

Phone: 206-940-6537 

Email: uw_community@yahoo.com 


Lynnwood Tuesday 10:30am 
Led By: Melissa Woolley 
Contact: Kathleen Firstenberg 
Phone: 

Email: katfirst@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


North Seattle Tuesday 10am 
Led By: Trish Mahoney 
Contact: Trish Mahoney 
Phone: 

Email: trish@themahoney.com 
For Women Only 
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Northgate Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Brian Landsberger 

Contact: Brian and Heather Landsberger 
Phone: 206-658-5819 

Email: brian@landsberger.com 


Sammamish Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Sam Jarawan 
Contact: Sam Jarawan 
Phone: 425 445-9731 

Email: sjarawan@hotmail.com 


View Ridge Wednesday 7pm 
Led By: Henry Lu 

Contact: Henry Lu 

Phone: 206-947-1730 

Email: thelufam@gmail.com 


Northgate Thursday 7:30pm 
Led By: Mike Hanson 
Contact: Todd Christenson 
Phone: 206-650-1779 

Email: tachris4jc@yahoo.com 


Northgate Thursday 7:30pm 

Led By: Daniel Kirkpatrick 
Contact: Margaret Ann Kirkpatrick 
Phone: 206-675-0494 

Email: makirkpatrick@gmail.com 


Phinney Ridge Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Peter Bell 

Contact: Stephen Papineau 
Phone: 360-540-0878 

Email: papineau@seattleu.edu 


Redmond Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Ryan Dosch 

Contact: Meghan Dosch 

Phone: 425-868-6334 

Email: meghandosch@yahoo.com 


Lynnwood Sunday 6:30pm 
Led By: Donald L. Churchill 
Contact: Don Churchill 
Phone: 425-745-0264 

Email: laurcon23@yahoo.com 
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Column of 
Opportunity & 
Information 


Here are some specific needs and announcements for the 
month of August. Registration for events is at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


How to Get Involved Now 

Don’t just come to Sunday services; church is not a spec- 
tator sport. Do more. Here are some ideas: (1) come forty 
minutes before any Sunday service and a volunteer will show 
you the ropes, (2) come to Breakfast Club (every Saturday at 
9am at the West Seattle campus or 10am at Ballard), (3) join a 
Community Group. 


Community Group Leadership Intensive 
August 25-26, Camp Berachah 

Every Community Group coach, leader, apprentice, and host is 
strongly encouraged to attend this event. Pastor Mark will join us 
and explain how Community Groups are at the core of the Mars 
Hill vision in reaching our city, and beyond. Brainstorm with other 
leaders through experiential break-out sessions and have a great 
time hearing from and learning from Jesus and each other. 


Been married long? 

Experienced married couples are needed to help guide newly- 
weds on their excellent adventures in matrimony by leading a 
couples Community Group. Email jen@marshillchurch.org. 


Get back on financial track 

The Mars Hill Financial Coaching Ministry exists to help Mars Hill 
members get their financial life in order by providing practical 
money advice and a working budget. Email money@marshill- 
church.org. 


Assist woodland creatures 

August 12th 9am to 1pm 

Meet at the Ballard campus and carpool on up to Lynnwood 

to spend the morning helping PAWS (nationally-recognized 
wildlife rehabilitation program) with various projects. If you ever 
wanted to construct an outdoor raccoon cage, this is your 
time to shine. If you want to come, email covenant@marshill- 
church.org so they can give PAWS a head count. 


Go to Greece/Go to Israel 

If you're an intrepid Mars Hill traveler, save the date for next years 
excursions to Greece (June 12—21, 2007) and Israel (September 
4-13, 2007). Stay tuned for more information. 


A hand in recovery 

If you've struggled with addictions in the past, help lead others 
toward a new way of life in Jesus. Email recovery@marshilll- 
church.org for more information. 





CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 

















Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance (September 1, 2005-July 16, 2006) 
Jun 25 $100,000 $126,613 568 3721 | 
Total Given $5,264,405 
July 2 $125,000 $63,609 246 3260 Households 3478 
July 9 $125,000 $115,967 466 3455 Average Giving $141/month 
per household 
July 16 $125,000 $129,248 498 4049 




















MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 
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EXPAND CAMPAIGN 


Due to a growing church body 
and limitations with meeting 
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space, Mars Hill is pursuing 
various expansion strategies. 

A new facility in West Seattle, 
developing programs at Mars Hill 
Shoreline, and various building 
projects in Ballard require capital 
funding above and beyond our 
normal operations budget. Check 
out www.marshillchurch.org for 
the latest updates about these 
and other expansion projects. 








































































































Needed funds $3,000,000 
= October November December January February March April May June Raised to date $1 928 663 
E Monthly Budget | $460,000 $400,000 $400,000 $500,000 $400,000 $400,000 $500,000 $400,000 $400,000 : d 
Actual Given $431,446 $400,088 $571,587 $422,613 $472,580 $472,839 $558,040 $437,504 $533,836 Number of 
*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don't represent actual surplus or deficit. Giving Households 1,124 
Total Needed 
to be Raised $1,041,483 





Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for our 
families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives us. You 
may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real question is: 
are you worshipping God with your stuff and do the first fruits of 
your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be directed 
first to your local church. The bible does not say how much you 
should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart behind your 
giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our giving should be 
cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. The Bible does not 
prescribe a percentage; through prayer we must seek to have a 
clear conscience in regards to our giving. Jesus says, “For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 
Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you are not 
a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger issue: your sin 
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and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are not concerned about 
the amount people give but about the number of people who are 
giving. God is building His kingdom through the church, and He 
asks that all believers share in this joyous responsibility. This mis- 
sion is bigger than just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and 
faithfulness; no matter if you are a college student who can give 
only 10 bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 

e By check or cash placed in the offering basket during service 

e By check or cash placed In the triangular kiosks located in the 
foyers 

e By mailing a check to the church office (contact the office if you 
would like some self addressed envelopes). 

e Online contributions can be given via debit or credit card at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 

e Automatic Payments (ACH) can also be set up - email giving@ 
marshillchurch.org 

e Donation of stock 


Sincerely, Pastor Jamie Munson 


Questions, Comments, or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 


August 06 2006 
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s COMING to SEATTLE 


missionsfestseattle.org 


OCTOBER 6-7 2006 


Northshore Baptist Church & Easide Foursquare Church 








Bring the gospel to China... 
...or Fremont, or Tacoma, or Capitol Hill. 
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| fh Four keynote sessions 7 | 
ph, e Adult, Youth and Children’s Tracks / 
p° Agency Booths and Displays i | 
e Breakout Seminars and Workshops 7 
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A Missions Fest To keep informed about Missions Fest Seattle Planning activities, visit www.missionsfestseattle.org 
ai and register. Missions Fest Seattle e PO Box 33813 • Seattle, WA 98133 






